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WOMEN’S HEALTH OFFICE ACT OF 
2001 

(Mrs. MORELLA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, this 
week all around the country Americans 
are preparing for a time-honored tradi-
tion. This tradition is as apple pie as 
America; it is what we have come to 
know as Mother’s Day. 

Mother’s Day is not just a day when 
we honor mothers, we also honor our 
wives who are mothers, as well as our 
sisters, our aunts. It is indeed a day 
that honors women. 

Mr. Speaker, I too would like to 
honor women through our Mother’s 
Day tradition. I would like to raise 
awareness and promote the health of 
American women, an important issue. 

As my colleagues may know, for 
years the National Institutes of 
Health, our Nation’s premier medical 
research institute, ignored, maybe in-
advertently, the health concerns of 
women; and in 1989 we had a report 
issued by the General Accounting Of-
fice that reflected that. A year later, in 
1990, we established the Office of Re-
search on Women’s Health. Since that 
time, we have made great strides in 
women’s health research, but we still 
must be vigilant and must address the 
issues that are not receiving the public 
attention and research priority that 
they deserve. 

That is why today I have introduced 
legislation that can serve as the cata-
lyst to advance women’s health. It is 
called the Women’s Health Office Act 
of 2001. It will provide for permanent 
authorization of offices of women’s 
health in five Federal agencies: Health 
and Human Services, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, the 
Agency for Health Care Research and 
Quality, Health Resources and Services 
Administration, and the Food and Drug 
Administration. 

The bill has 28 original cosponsors 
from both sides of the aisle. I hope that 
all will join in sponsoring this impor-
tant legislation. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MICA). Under the Speaker’s announced 
policy of January 3, 2001, and under a 
previous order of the House, the fol-
lowing Members will be recognized for 
5 minutes each. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL EXTREMISM 
THREATENS U.S. ECONOMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
MORELLA). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Ten-
nessee (Mr. DUNCAN) is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, yes-
terday, I read one news item and heard 
another, both of which caused me great 
concern. One was the headline in the 
Knoxville News-Sentinel which said, 
‘‘Tennessee Economic Outlook Grim.’’ 

Now, Tennessee has become one of 
the most popular places to move to in 
the whole country. Also, our economy 
is very diversified and not overly de-
pendent on two or three big-ticket 
items and, thus, not as subject to the 
boom-and-bust cycle seen in some 
other places. So if Tennessee’s eco-
nomic outlook is grim, it causes me 
great concern about the economy in 
the Nation as a whole. 

The second item was a report on a 
national news cast that said Dell Com-
puter and some other leading compa-
nies were withdrawing job offers pre-
viously made to people about to grad-
uate from college. The report said that 
Dell was announcing additional layoffs 
which will soon total about 6,000, or 10 
percent of their workforce, in addition 
to the withdrawn job offers. 

Over the years, I have had many par-
ents and grandparents bring their chil-
dren or grandchildren who have grad-
uated from college to me for help in 
getting jobs. For the most part, they 
are good-looking young people and 
have made very good grades, but who 
are unable to find jobs. Many young 
people are going to graduate schools 
today because they cannot find good 
jobs with just a bachelor’s degree, as in 
the past. Also, many young people are 
majoring in subjects in which there are 
almost no jobs. Colleges and univer-
sities cannot discourage people from 
majoring in some subject where the job 
prospects are poor because they would 
make the professors of those subjects 
very angry. But it is really sad when 
someone spends years in college and 
cannot find a job. 

Also, some universities are encour-
aging students to incur huge student 
loans which they cannot then repay. I 
remember last year reading in the 
Washington Times about the glut of 
Ph.D.s. The story told of one man who 
had gotten a doctorate in English and 
had sent out almost 400 resumes and 
got only one job offer for a job he real-
ly did not want. 

There are far too many lawyers. We 
always read about what the top grad-
uates from the top schools are getting. 
The reality is that many law school 
graduates cannot find jobs or end up 
making less than they would if they 
managed a McDonald’s or drove a 
truck. 

I was visited recently by members of 
the Tennessee Hospital Association. 
Their main problem is a severe short-
age of nurses. Nursing is a great profes-
sion to go into at this time. But I 
strongly encourage all young people to 
check out the job prospects before they 
spend a small fortune and years of 
their lives getting a degree or even de-
grees that are almost meaningless. 

The main thing, though, that is going 
to cause our economy real trouble if we 
do not wake up is the energy crisis. We 
have wealthy environmental extrem-
ists all over this country that protest 
anytime anyone wants to drill for any 
oil, dig for any coal, produce any nat-
ural gas or cut any trees. Bill Bryson, 
in his book ‘‘A Walk in the Woods’’ 
about hiking the Appalachian Trail, 
mentions that New England was once 
only 40 percent in forest land, while 
today it is almost 70 percent covered 
by forests. My own State of Tennessee 
is half in forests now, 50 percent, com-
pared to only 36 percent in 1950. 

The amount of forest land has gone 
way up in the last 50 years; yet the 
children in our schools have been so 
brainwashed in recent years by ex-
treme left-wing environmentalists. I 
am sure almost none of them would an-
swer correctly if asked if the forest 
land had gone up over the last half cen-
tury. The Sierra Club and some other 
environmental groups have gone so far 
to the left in recent years they are 
making socialists look conservative. 

Some wonder why gas is going to-
ward $3 a gallon, as many are pre-
dicting, and why utility bills are going 
way up. Well, it is primarily because 
rich, yuppie environmentalists are 
slowly but surely shutting this country 
down economically. They may not be 
hurt when gas and utility bills go way 
up, but millions of lower-income and 
middle-income people are. Jobs are de-
stroyed and prices go up when we stop 
or delay for years the production of 
any energy or even many other forms 
of production in this country. 

We have closed half of our oil refin-
eries since 1980. We now have to import 
most of our oil. We are now cutting 
only one-seventh of the new growth in 
our national forests each year. Envi-
ronmentalists pushed for it and won 
and passed a law in the mid-1980s say-
ing we would only cut 80 percent of the 
new growth. But they always demand 
more, and they continually have to ex-
aggerate the problems or their con-
tributions will dry up. 

East Tennessee had 157 small coal 
companies in the late 1970s. Now there 
are none due to environmental extre-
mism. Former President Clinton 
locked up 213 trillion cubic feet of nat-
ural gas just before he left office. Now 
the mayor of the small town of Engle-
wood, Tennessee, tells me he has senior 
citizens in his town who are having to 
choose between eating or paying their 
utility bills. One Illinois water district 
said its water bills would have to go up 
$72 a month to achieve the unrealistic 
Clinton standards on arsenic levels; yet 
even at the present safe levels, people 
would have to drink water full-time for 
their entire lives to run even a minute, 
minuscule risk of cancer from the 50- 
parts-per-billion standard now in ef-
fect. All of the coal, oil, lumber, and 
natural gas companies we have shut 
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